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ABOUT OUR BOARD

Sally Cerny is the retired CEO of Northern Rocky
Mountain Easter Seals-Goodwill. She and her husband
Chuck are active in “Montana’s Precious Gold,” a
Golden Retriever rescue group, and have two older
rescued dogs.

John Gilbert is a business appraiser and forensic
financial analyst. His dog Beemer goes to work with
him each day. His wife Donna is also a CPA and
shares an office with John and Beemer.

Pam Guschausky is partner at the accounting firm
Hamilton Misfeldt & Co. She has one grown son,
Andrew, two rescued dogs, four rescued cats and
two older cats.

John Huber is a financial consultant with
D.A. Davidson & Company. John and his wife Mary
have six children and a five-year-old Golden Retriever
named Rossi.

Clockwise from top left:There’s plenty of fun for dogs small and large at the dog park.
Adam Gill addresses the crowd of dignitaries and eager dog park enthusiasts on opening day.
Mayor Dona Stebbins spoke highly of the new park, calling it the “crown jewel” of the city’s park system.
Cathy Mason of F&L Pet Resort and her dog Zephyr do a test run on the agility equipment.

Melanie Lattin is a certified dog trainer and
works part-time for the City of Great Falls. She and
Matthew Gressard share their home with a cat
and three dogs.

DRIVE BY 800 RIVER DRIVE NORTH ALMOST ANY TIME DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS
and you’re likely to see dogs and their people at the Pacific Steel & Recycling
Trailside Dog Park. Sometimes it’s only a couple dogs running around while
their people watch; at other times it’s many, many more dogs and their owners.
Regardless of how many are at the park at a given time, the overwhelming
response from the community has been: “We love the dog park!”

Bob James is a partner in the law firm of Ugrin,
Alexander, Zadick & Higgins and has been a trial
lawyer for 32years. Bob and his wife Cindy have
five grown children, three cats, and two dogs.

Sara Sexe is a lawyer and partner in the law firm
of Marra, Sexe, Evenson & Bell. Sara and her husband
Doug have two children and a dog.

Sue Skees previously owned MountainTitle Services
and now works part-time at Fox Fine Jewelers. Sue
and her husband John have shared their home with
a rescued cat and a dog from Camp Collie.

Mary Willmarth is co-owner of a project planning
and business services consulting firm. She and husband
Mark have a young son, a rescued dog and a
high-spirited, rescued cat.

The PS&R Trailside Dog Park officially opened on July 15, 2009, much to
the delight of people who had been eagerly anticipating having a place in
Great Falls to legally and safely let their dogs run and play off-leash.
A group of approximately 75 people and 15 dogs attended the opening.
Mayor Dona Stebbins, Ray Wahlert, president of Pacific Steel & Recycling,
Marty Basta, director of the Great Falls Park & Recreation Department and
Adam Gill, executive director of the Animal Foundation described the
development of the park and warmly welcomed it as a valuable addition
to the Great Falls public park system.

Story continues on page 2

Story continued from cover page

Pacific Steel & Recycling Trailside Dog Park
As noted in previous newsletter articles, the dog
park was developed by funds raised by the
Animal Foundation, and the City of Great Falls
is providing ongoing
primary maintenance. The PS&R
Trailside Dog Park is free to the
BEFORE
public. Animal Foundation
volunteers (a user group named
the Dog Park Guides) are at the
park occasionally to talk with
people about how to help their
dogs have a safe, enjoyable
time and help with upkeep
of the park.

dogs had so much fun at the park! They mentioned that
they travel extensively in Canada and the northwest United
States and visit dog parks wherever they can find them.
In their opinion, the PS&R Trailside
Dog Park is the best park they’ve
ever seen! High praise, indeed.
We believe the success of the dog
park is truly a community success,
the result of many people who cared
enough about their canine and human
community members to spend their
time, energy and money to design
and build a safe, beautiful dog park.

In fact, the park has been so
Although the Animal Foundation
remarkably popular, and receives so
had originally planned to develop
many visitors on a daily basis, that
AFTER!
the dog park in two phases,
options to prevent the turf from
thanks to generous donations
being irreparably damaged are being
by Pacific Steel & Recycling and
explored. The Animal Foundation
many other contributors, the
and City of Great Falls are working
park was completed in one
together to determine the best
phase. The temporary surfacing
alternative for the
in the plaza between the two
long-term success
off-leash areas is now concrete,
of the park.
which makes a more safe, clean
– Melanie Lattin
and aesthetic surface. Sletten
Construction built a pavilion
What an amazing transformation! At top, post holes are dug
which provides protection from
in the undeveloped park. Below, fencing is in, and several of
the sun and rain for those who
the more than 100 trees planted are vigorously growing.
are taking a break from the
activities in the park or who have come to the park simply
to watch the dogs. Additional trees have been planted and
Question:
an impressive granite slab in the southwest corner of the
My dog has kennel cough.
plaza lists the charter dog park donors. The dog park rules
Is it true she caught it by visiting the dog park?
and “pet etiquette” are posted in the plaza, as well.

Answer:

It’s possible, but not likely. Dr. Elizabeth Jennings of
Evergreen Veterinary Clinic describes kennel cough as “a
contagious syndrome that causes a dry honking cough in dogs.
It generally is a mild, self-limiting disease similar to the common
cold in people.” Kennel cough can be more serious for very
young puppies, immunocompromised dogs or geriatric dogs.

We’ve heard positive comments about the park from many
local residents, as well as people visiting Great Falls. A
couple from Calgary, traveling with their two exuberant
Yellow Labradors, described how they were on vacation
and chose to stay in Great Falls an extra day because their

“The risk of contracting kennel cough is not as high at the dog
park as in a group indoor situation with closed ventilation,
hence the name kennel cough,” says Dr. Jennings.“However,
keep in mind it is possible for your dog to catch it from
contact with an infected dog in any situation.”

Dr. Jennings recommends the following steps to keep
your dog–and others’ dogs–healthy at the dog park.
✔ Do not take very young puppies (less than four months old)
or dogs with serious health problems to the park.

✔ If your dog has an undiagnosed cough, keep the dog home
until seen by a veterinarian.

✔ For best protection, a kennel cough (bordetella) vaccine
should be administered to your dog prior to visiting the
dog park.

Beautiful weather helped get the slab for the
plaza area done right. A special thank you to Danny
Shanahan of Sletten Construction for all his extra
help (and humor) while building the pavilion.
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From top left: Small dogs enjoy their park on
opening day;Wyatt LaBelle and Tyto show off the
agility equipment (Wyatt and his Boy Scout troop
built it);ACOs Cody Strandbakke and Jessica Becker
were part of the crowd of people and dogs
gathered on opening day; the Gilbert family plaque
adds whimsy; Matt Gressard mans the wheelbarrow as John Skees,
donor of this huge canine sculpture, guides it into place; the loooong
dog house/tunnel was also donated by John; Pam Guschausky’s
Collie Shiloh; wide view of the park with the opening day visitors
gathered in the shade of the pavilion.

Dog Park Donors
The Pacific Steel & Recycling Trailside Dog Park is the result of more than
100 volunteers and more than 75 donors who made a commitment to
build the best dog park in Montana. The Animal Foundation thanks these
donors and all who supported the development of this great park.
Lassie - $1000 and up
Allegra Printing & Imaging
Central Plumbing
Chuck & Sally Cerny
City of Great Falls
Dave Dickman Excavation
Ed & Carolyn Dolezal
Dusty’s Sprinkler Service
Jean Dybdal
Doug & Rose Forbes
Forde Nursery
John & Donna Gilbert
Great Falls Tribune
Great Falls Voyagers
Matt Gressard & Melanie Lattin
Pam Guschausky
Jane Hibbard
Bob & Cindy James
Johnson-Madison Lumber
L’Heureux Page Werner Architects
Liggett Construction
Malisani Inc
Jack & Kim Molloy
Stu & Janie Nicholson
Northwest Fence Products
Pacific Steel & Recycling
Barbara Purdy
Purpura Family
RK3 Architecture

Roberts Family
John & Sue Skees
Sletten Construction
Gene & Jane Thayer
The Titcomb Foundation
Torgerson’s
Roger & Lani Witt
Keith Wolverton &
Carol Lovinger
Shep - $500-$999
Edward Jones Investments
Equine Protection League
Fagenstrom Company
Lou Fontana
H & H Crane
Bill & Karen Hedglin
Jim Hinde & Lynn O’Malley
Jim & Cheryl Hirose
Ashley Houtonen
Pro-Build
Keith Strong
Shirlee Thiebes
United Materials
Rin Tin Tin - $250-$499
Pam Hansen Alfred
Lynn Baker
Craig Barber

Donna Barlow
Big Sky Animal Medical Clinic
Allen & Billie Bloomgren
Bronson, Luinstra &Young, PLLC
David & Tanya Cameron
Davidson Companies
Maxon & Kristina Davis
Jim & Jean Day
Dennis & Susan Dell
Dan & Mary Beth Ewen
Kim & Linda Fagenstrom
Fair Claim, PC
Jean Faure
Fox Fine Jewelers
George Geise
Tim & Jan Gilligan
Dave & Linda Hinds/
Big Sky Volkssport Club
John Huber & Mary Manning
Shih Sun & Tan Tan Hung
Jardine, Stephenson, Blewett
& Weaver, PC
Kaylee
Cecilia Kincaid
Charles & Silke Kirkwood
Steve L’Heureux & Carol Bradley
Gloria LaMott
Danny & Leslie Lemire
Bill & Joan-Nell MacFadden
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Chuck & Sue McKenzie
Matt Ohman & Cindy Cieluch
Ozog Eye Care & Laser Center
Peak Health & Wellness Center
Virginia Piatt
Catherine Reid
Russell & Judy Riesenberg
Harry & Nancy Roch
Kathryn Showen
Bonnie Solberg
John & Sue Ann
Stephenson-Love
Dale & Linda Stoverud
Sutton & Gardner, PC
Thomas, Dean & Hoskins
Ugrin, Alexander, Zadick
& Higgins
Wayne & Jane Wike
Mark & Mary Willmarth
Benji - $100-$249
Nick Bonfilio & Deb Thatcher
Robert & Judy Cummings
James & Lorraine Dooner
Grass Man Tractor Services
Randy Gray & Nora
Flaherty-Gray
Robert & Helen Grasseschi
Davida Hryszko

Catherine Leffler
Jeff Monheim
Natural Health Clinic
Carl Rostad & Nancy Luth
Dale & Judy Schwanke
Shade Tree Mobile Home Park
Grant & Dona Stebbins
Eugene Tynes, DDS
Douglas Wilson & Co, PC
All Others
Anderson Glass
Judith Baker
Belt Valley Animal Hospital
Joseph & Margaret Carrico
Adam & Eleanor Carroll
Marjorie Copeland
Donna Crosier
James & Jean Dawson
Andree Deligdisch
Barbara Duncan
Annie Dyer
Patricia Fisher
James & Holly Freudenberg
James & Betty Grant
Brandy Hansen-Solyst
Thomas & Debra Healy
Stephen & Janet Heppell
Carolyn Huber

Barbara Hughes
Chuck & Gerry Jennings
William & Sandra Kempa
Theodore Kline
David & C Joyce Madson
Robert & Jacqueline McLeod
Dawna Miller
James & Laura Milos
Larry & Ronelda Mogstad
James & Lynda Morin
Jeanine Morreim
Jesse & Julie O’Hara
Bryan & Jennifer Painter
Planet Earth Donation Jar
Maurizio & Virginia Primiani
Kenneth & B Tracey Robbins
Owen Sargent
Collin & Anne Schuster
Suzanne Shanahan
Ken Small
Ian & Abigail Tillinghast
Rick & Phyllis Tryon
Patricia Vetere
Kay Westphal

Building the Margaret J Maclean Animal Shelter
GREAT FALLS NEEDS A NEW ANIMAL SHELTER!
The current building, constructed in 1972, is too old and
cramped, and is not a positive, temporary home for animals.

Why are these facilities so costly? These are complex
buildings that combine hospital, grooming and boarding
services and require sophisticated drainage and air
exchange systems to prevent the spread of disease.

The city hired Kim Staton, a nationally recognized
Certified Animal Welfare Administrator, to evaluate the
current shelter and she said, “The existing shelter is
outdated and in desperate need of replacement.
It is my opinion, even with extensive renovation,
the existing building is not salvageable as an animal
shelter ... the rooms are small, poorly lit, and many
of the [cat] cages are very small. I observed a few
adult cats that barely have room to stand up and
turn around due to the small size of their cages.”

The good news is that we invested our contributors’
money in certificates of deposit, and we did not lose one
dollar when the stock market hit bottom. We post our
financial information on our website for anyone to see—
an unusual step for any business.
What will change?
✦ More kennel space, with room to hold approximately
65 dogs/puppies and 120 cats/kittens ... giving more
animals a chance to be adopted
✦ Separate animal control and adoption areas
✦ A room to evaluate an animal’s health
✦ Sophistocated ventilation and drainage systems to
reduce discomfort and illness for animals and humans
✦ A grooming area – 90% of groomed animals are adopted!
✦ Indoor and outdoor exercise areas for both cats and dogs
✦ A non-traditional pet area (guinea pigs, etc.)
✦ A dog-training room for basic training before adoption
✦ An education area allowing children and adults to learn
about animal welfare issues
This is more than a shelter and will be another wonderful
addition to Great Falls!
What is our relationship with the city? The City Commission
unanimously voted to work exclusively with the Animal
Foundation to build a new facility. We have been working
with the city administration and departments on the design
of the building and funding alternatives. We expect to
take our proposals to the City Commission in January.

We intend to raise another $2 million to build the shelter,
which has been designed by local architects and experts
in animal welfare. The estimated cost for the entire project
is $4.8 million, and we are exploring financial options
with the city to make this project a reality.
The current economic crisis has driven costs far beyond
what we initially planned, and construction and materials
have increased significantly from approximately $160 to
$225 per square foot. These costs are consistent with
new shelter construction around the state. For example,
Helena’s new shelter is estimated to cost nearly $5 million.

When will it happen? Depending on financing, we plan to
break ground the spring of 2010. The final architectural
plans are complete and have been approved by the Great
Falls Design Review Board. We look forward, with your
help, to bring new life and energy to animal welfare in
Great Falls and the surrounding area.

Today’s “Pound”

Tomorrow’s
Shelter
An architectural drawing shows the main entrance, resembling a
dog house.The facility will be in a convenient, accessible location,
across from North Middle School.
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Drawing by L’Heureux Page Werner

What can you do?
It’s simple. If animals have made a difference in
your life, won’t you make a difference for them?
Please help our city become a leader in animal
welfare and education.
Since 2002, the Foundation has been working with
a growing network of volunteers and supporters.
These individuals and businesses have helped us
develop one of the best dog parks in the Northwest.
Our spay/neuter clinics have altered more than
3,140 cats and dogs. We have raised more than
$1.5 million for a new shelter.

The Sheilagh R. Malo Pet Memorial Garden in Denver includes pathways
paved with memorial bricks, much like what we have planned for our
memorial garden.There will be naming opportunities within the garden for
trees and benches, creating lasting tributes to people or pets.

Help Us Move Forward
Your generosity has put us so close to realizing
our goal of building a new shelter for homeless
pets. Please help us take the next step by
becoming a member of the Animal Foundation.

Great Falls’ first public memorial garden
for pets will be a comforting place to remember
beloved animal companions.

Joining the Foundation will help build a new shelter,
maintain the dog park, and improve the quality of
life for animals in the Great Falls area.
We are offering several levels of membership to
encourage everyone to become a supporter and
have a direct impact on the quality of life for the
animals in Great Falls.

Losing a loved family pet is difficult for many people.
Compounding the loss is the fact that there is no place in
Great Falls to honor and remember pets.
The memorial garden has been designed to be a beautiful
space where pet owners can reflect and remember the pets
they have memorialized there. Creating this garden is not
a task taken lightly. That is why the Foundation was so
pleased when local garden enthusiasts Don Henderson,
Marty Andrews, and Julie O’Hara volunteered to combine
their experience, creativity and energy.

We appreciate every donation, small or large,
and thank you for your support and energy.

They have designed a serene and respectful setting that is
a peaceful expression of the bond between humans and
animals. The garden will follow the gentle slope of terrain
next to the shelter. Columbaria, where owners can place
the ashes of their pets, are built into the slope of the hill,
creating retaining walls. A stepped path will look down
onto a grassy area backed by arbors covered in flowering
vines. The path will wind through smaller garden plots,
and by the memorial wall and columbaria, creating a lovely,
comforting space to honor pets.

Clean, bright and relatively quiet, the atmosphere of a new shelter
invites visitors to linger and find the right companion.

Crowded
conditions today

A better shelter
tomorrow

Photos courtesy Photo Plus

Photos above courtesy of Mason Corporation
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Spay/Neuter Clinics Have Another Banner Year
The clinics are starting to have an effect on overpopulation.
The local paper has fewer postings for free, unwanted kittens,
and the age of cats being altered at the clinics is going down–
a promising sign that older cats have been
taken care of and we can now work on altering
them before they have their first litter.

CREATING A MORE CARING COMMUNITY FOR ANIMALS
requires working to control overpopulation–and Great Falls is
doing a fantastic job. The Animal Foundation has been holding
spay/neuter clinics since 2006 and has
spayed or neutered 3,143 pets. Community
support for these clinics has been fantastic,
with local businesses and donors chipping in.

Another sign of the clinics’ success: Bob Barkers’
DJ & T Foundation made a $5,000 commitment
to help the Animal Foundation/Spay of the Falls
spay or neuter large dogs in Great Falls.
The new grant will help create a voucher
program in which low-income pet owners
can have their dogs altered free at any time
of the year. This program has shown success combating
overpopulation and reducing overcrowding and euthanasia at
shelters in other communities.

This year, the Spay of the Falls Committee
held clinics in May and August. The May
clinic was for cats only–a way to get ahead
of the breeding season for cats and reduce
the number of new kittens. The August
clinic was for both cats and dogs. Between
the two clinics, more than 620 cats and 150 dogs were altered.
Spay Montana, an organization that arranges equipment and
veterinary teams, assisted at the clinics.

The clinics received another boost this year when local attorneys
and animal lovers John and Sue Ann Stephenson-Love joined
the Spay of the Falls Committee as honorary co-chairs. They
will be working with Adam Gill and Gloria LaMott to build
additional support for the clinics to ensure we can continue to
offer this vital service and improve the lives of pets in Great Falls.

Gloria LaMott, committee chair, said clinics are held “to assist
pet owners of low-income families as well as address the feral
cat and dog problem. An altered pet makes a community a
more pleasant place to live.” Except for surgical teams, the
clinics are staffed by volunteers. More than 100 volunteers
assisted in each clinic, doing tasks such as set-up, traffic control,
registration, surgery prep, weighing pets, veterinarian assistance,
animal care, recovery, food preparation for volunteers and vet
teams, clean-up, and take down. Pet owners helped provide
care as their pets recovered from surgery.

Special thanks to our clinic volunteers and donors. Because
these clinics do not charge for services, we rely on the support
of community members to make these clinics a reality.

Clockwise from right: Cats are prepped
for surgery; Spay of the Falls volunteer
powerhouse Gloria LaMott and friends;
kittens recovering from surgery in a
warm waterbed; one of 150 dogs
we’ve altered this year; Dr. Chelle
Schumann and volunteer assistant
Dede Skolrud.

6

Spay-ghetti Dinner Raises a Record $4,400
THE MOOSE LODGE IS NOT THE EASIEST PLACE TO FIND
in Great Falls, but that didn’t stop record crowds from turning
out for the annual Spay of the Falls Spay-ghetti Dinner.
Nearly 200 people turned out for pasta, conversation with fellow
animal lovers, and a chance to support the spay/neuter clinics.
Raffle prizes included gift cards, wine and gift baskets, and a
beautiful quilt made by steadfast volunteer Karin Hedglin,
who also runs the kitchen for the spay-neuter clinics.

Proceeds from the dinner go directly to support the clinics and
to reduce pet overpopulation. It costs roughly $21 to spay or
neuter a pet at the clinics. With the $4,400 raised at this
event, we can alter an additional 210 cats or dogs.
The Spay of the Falls Committee would like to thank the following
supporters of the dinner who donated food, raffle items or their
time: 3D International, Baker Bob's Big Stack Bakery,
Brenda Byrnes, Cindy Cieluch, Del & Rod Clark, Erin Furr,
Floors & More, Gabbye Hopkins, Good Eats, Julie Stimac,
Karin Hedglin, Kathy Wallace, Lisa Hudachek, Moose
Lodge #532, Pam Lemelin, Pasta Montana, Pita Pit,
Planet Beach, Pro Lube, Raylene Morgan, Staybridge
Suites, Sue Skees, Susan Lebow, and all the volunteers
who made this dinner such a success.

The dinner was emceed by Mayor Dona Stebbins, a long-time
supporter of the clinics, who raffled off many of the great gifts
donated by businesses and clinic supporters. The dinner
featured pasta from Pasta Montana, pasta sauce from
Good Eats, bread from Baker Bob’s Big Stack Bakery, and
salad from the 3D International. Desserts were provided by
clinic volunteers who turned out five-star fare, including mini
pumpkin pies, cookies and homemade chocolate-dipped mints.

SPAY OF THE FALLS / ANIMAL FOUNDATION OF GREAT FALLS

Gloria LaMott, volunteer coordinator for
Spay of the Falls, was ecstatic about the event.

“It was wonderful to see so many
people turn out to support the
clinics. It was the largest and most
successful dinner we’ve ever had.”

DINNER

Saturday
October 17
5- 9pm

Moose Lodge

2101 Montana Avenue
B L AC K E AG L E , M T

We’re on the Web!

www.theanimalfoundation.org

Check us out on our website.
We have tons of information about our
projects and how you can help.
You can contribute to the
capital fund drive online using
PayPal or your credit card.

Food provided by 3D International, Good Eats, Baker Bob & Pasta Montana
Adults: $10 / Kids under ten: $5
Great raffle prizes too!

GORGEOUS QUILT! RAFFLE TICKETS: $5EACH / 6 FOR $25 | PLANET BEACH 6-MONTH MEMBERSHIP! RAFFLE TICKETS: $1EACH / 6 FOR $5
AVAILABLE AT MOUNTAIN WEST BANK (2 LOCATIONS) & O’HAIRE MOTOR INN

Proceeds Fund the Animal Foundation / Spay of the Falls Spay-Neuter Clinics
For more information, call 750 -7622.

POSTER DESIGN COURTESY CINDY CIELUCH PHOTOGRAPHY & RENAISSANCE CREATIVE

Laura Gustavson’s cat Chloe was happy to pose for this great cause.
Cindy Cieluch volunteered her time to give us the stunning photograph
of the hungry kitty and Pam Lemelin donated the poster design.

HOLIDAY HINT:
Pavers make a great gift!
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Fifth Annual Fur Ball Was a Tremendous Success
IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL SPRING NIGHT ON APRIL 18TH, 2009.
Spirits ran high and over 350 people showed their support
for animal welfare by attending the Fifth Annual Fur Ball.
Once again, the Heritage Inn was the place to be for all
animal lovers and people who just wanted to have a
“doggone” good time! This is a unique event and many
tell us it’s their favorite fundraiser in Great
Falls. Why? There’s a great cross-section
of people, lots of laughter, and the
décor is whimsical and fun.

Jeanette Austin’s life. What a true canine heroine! There
were not many dry eyes in the house as people reflected on
the love and intuition that pets have with humans when
something has gone terribly wrong. Everyone at the event
enjoyed meeting Heifer as she walked through the room.

When an event begins with
“Yappy Hour” and is
followed by a gourmet
dinner, it usually means good times. This year everyone
enjoyed a signature dessert, “Marvelous Mud Pie,” made
locally by The Udder Company. The Fur Ball is noted for its
top-notch silent and live auctions. People are amazed at our
various items–this year there were 101 silent auction items
and 16 live auction items for people and their pets.

The Fur Ball’s success is due to our
auction item donors, sponsors and those
who attended and purchased items–we raised more
than $54,000 after expenses were deducted.

This year’s incredible raffle item was a stunning diamond
tennis bracelet generously donated by Fox Fine
Jewelers. The lucky winner was M.J. Ahrendes.
Thank you Joe and Terry Fox for your
continued support of the Foundation.

The Foundation thanks our generous sponsors:
Stockman Bank, Pacific Steel and Recycling, L’Heureux
Page Werner, Davidson Travel, Farmers Insurance Group,
KRTV, Great Falls Teachers Federal Credit Union,
Great Falls Tribune, Renaissance Creative, PETCO
Foundation, Heritage Inn and Printing Center USA.

Boomer, our dog mascot, enthusiastically greeted people as
they arrived, giving high five paw slaps and welcoming
people to the event. There’s nothing like a huge brown dog
to let you know a party animal is in the house! “Society
Swing” provided harmonious music for the cocktail hour.
Kudos to local attorney Mark Higgins, our Master of
Ceremonies, who kept the event moving and the crowd
engaged with his sense of humor.

Plan on attending the 6th Annual Fur Ball on April 10, 2010,
at the Heritage Inn. You will have a blast! Please mark
your calendars, call your friends, buy a table for eight,
and plan on attending this worthwhile event.
–Cindy James

One highlight of the evening is always the “Purple Paw”
award. It is bestowed upon a companion animal who has
demonstrated a particular bond with people or done something
extraordinary. Alicia Austin adopted this year’s winner,
“Heifer,” from the Butte Animal Shelter. She is a special
needs dog who is almost completely blind and deaf. Alicia
came to Great Falls to visit her parents and one evening,
Heifer’s constant barking alerted family members to Alicia’s
mother. She had suffered an aneurysm and was unconscious.
The family called 911 and emergency surgery saved

Hard-working volunteers
make it happen!
Alicia Austin and her very
special dog “Heifer,” winner
of the Purple Paw award.
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Kranz Haunted House—A Spooktacular Event
economic conditions. She said some people brought in
cases of food rather than the usual couple of cans.

FOR 15 YEARS THE KRANZ HAUNTED HOUSE
has been scaring Great Falls residents for a
good cause. This year was no different.
Approximately 2,000 people
wandered through the spooky halls of
the Haunted House for the week
it was open. The Haunted House
continued its reputation for giving a
frighteningly good time to those who
dared to venture through its doors.

Doug and Rose Forbes, owners of Kranz Flowers
and Gifts, would like to give special thanks to the
volunteers from the 341st Squadron, the Montana
Association of Paranormal Studies and Central
Montana Radio Network, as well as all the other
volunteers who worked countless hours building this
year’s Haunted House.
The Foundation wishes to extend a warm thank you
to the Forbes for the $1500 donation and to all the
volunteers who made the Haunted
House happen.

Kranz Flowers and Gifts partnered with
the Malmstrom Air Force Base 341st
Missile Maintenance Squadron on the
event. Proceeds from the entrance fee are
given to the 341st Squadron’s charitable
activities and the Animal Foundation.
The Haunted House also collected hundreds of pounds
of canned food, including pet food, for the Great Falls
Community Food Bank. Kranz co-owner Rose Forbes was
amazed by the generosity of people this year, noting that
canned food donations were very high despite the current

Animal Foundation of Great Falls
Sixth Annual Fur Ball
Saturday, April 10, 2010, 6pm
Heritage Inn, Great Falls

Pam Lemelin
and Boomer share
a moment at
the 2009 Fur Ball.

Left to right: Trina Knoche and Jody Jakes light up the night;
Melanie Picken, Jordan Crosby, Julie O’Hara and Melanie Lattin
beautify the silent auction area; Melanie Lattin and Nano McCluskey
try out the “Retriever Chairs” during a well-deserved break;
Ed Dolezal, Brian Crosby and Matt Gressard wield the wine-openers.
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Shop at Your Local Shelter
By Carol Bradley

It never fails: Strolling past a pet store, you glance inside the
window and, sure enough, lock eyes with a puppy inside.
The puppy stares out at you meaningfully. Your heart melts
in the wake of its soulful gaze. But if you’re thinking of
getting a puppy for Christmas, avoid buying a dog from the
pet store. Adopt a dog from your local animal shelter instead.
Here’s why: Even though they’re considered purebreds,
most dogs sold in pet stores come from puppy mills—
commercial kennels that churn out hundreds of often-diseased
and emotionally damaged puppies, with little regard for their
welfare. Dogs produced in puppy mills receive little socialization
or affection and have no reason to trust people. The mother
dogs have it worse: they’re kept in cages, sometimes their whole
lives, with no toys, no affection and little to no veterinary care.
Buying a dog from a pet store—or from an on-line breeder whose
kennel you can’t see—only perpetuates the cycle of misery.
It’s not as if dogs are hard to find otherwise. Animal shelters
are full of dogs in need of a home. Every hour of every day
in this country, more than 2,900 dogs and cats are born, and
four out of five of them wind up on the streets or in a shelter,
according to the Humane Society of the United States.
The good news is that many of these animals make wonderful
pets. No, they’re not always puppies by the time they become
available. But grown dogs come with a lot of advantages,
including the fact that their personalities are already established;
you can tell what you’re getting. Problems with puppy mill
puppies often don’t surface until the dogs are grown.
I knew nothing about dogs, period, when my husband, Steve,
and I bought a Sheltie puppy from a breeder in Great Falls
twelve years ago. The breeder was responsible and treated her
dogs well, and months after we got Sadie we acquired her
littermate, Delta. They were sweet and loving dogs.

Dogs and cats should never be purchased in a pet store, according to
the Humane Society of the United States. Some responsible pet
stores work in collaboration with shelters to find safe, permanent
homes for shelter animals from the pet store premises. At any time
of year, you will have many fine companions to choose from at your
local animal shelter.
As time passed, though, we became aware
of how overpopulated this country was
with dogs. When Sadie died, we turned
to a rescue group in Georgia for our next
Sheltie. Then, two years ago, as kidney
disease began to claim Delta, we took in
a husky-golden mix who’d been found
wandering the city. Last summer, after
Bosco, our rescued Sheltie, died, we went
Bosco
on www.montanapets.org, a website featuring
sheltered animals across the state. That’s where we found
Jillie, a border collie who’d been rescued from Browning.
Today, Chachi, the husky-golden, and Jillie are the smartest
dogs we’ve ever owned, they’re healthy and they’re grateful.
(At least Jillie is. As far as Chachi is concerned, we’re lucky
to have been chosen by him.)
Thankfully, two thirds of pet stores have stopped
selling dogs and cats. A growing number of pet
stores, recognizing the enormous problem of
unwanted animals in the U.S., have opened their
doors to local animal adoption programs. The Petco
store in Great Falls is a great example. The only
dogs or cats you’ll find at Petco are ones who’ve
been rescued and are in need of a new home.
“We love puppies, that’s why we don’t sell them,”
as other stores with a similar policy say.
Regardless if they are purebred or mixed, many dogs
housed in shelters are healthy, loving animals just
waiting for the right person to walk through the
door. That’s a win-win Christmas gift!

luch
Cindy Cie
hy
Photogra

Carol Bradley’s book, Saving Gracie: How one dog escaped the shadowy world
of American puppy mills, is available in March.You’ll find more information
about Carol, puppy mills and her book at carolbradley.com. Carol and her
husband Steve L’Heureux are proud Animal Foundation supporters and
charter dog park donors. Chachi and Jillie are huge fans of the “D.P. ”
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If animals make a
difference in your life,
won’t you make a
difference for them?

Year-End Gifts: A Beautiful Thing
When you sit down to plan your end of the year contributions, please
consider becoming a member of the Animal Foundation of Great Falls.
We are grateful for any past donations you may have given, and appreciate your
donation this year to help build a better shelter for the animals.

I want to help animals in our area.
Become a member!

❒ $500 and up PLATINUM PAW
❒ $250 - $499 GOLDEN PAW

❒ $100 - $249 GOLDEN PAW
❒ $ 50 - $ 99 BRONZE PAW

❒ $__________ Any amount is welcome
Name (please print)

Address

City / State / Zip

Those Of You Who HAVE....

SS Dec2009

Phone

Please make checks payable to the Animal Foundation and mail to
P.O. Box 3426, Great Falls, MT 59403

You can also donate on our website: theanimalfoundation.org

Holiday Pet Safety –from the Humane Society of the United States website: hsus.org
With the holiday season fast approaching, we turn our thoughts
 The unusual commotion of the holiday season can be

to entertaining friends and family in our homes. But decorations
and festive feasts can be hazardous to our animal companions.
Keep in mind the following tips to ensure the safety of the pets
 Certain plants such as mistletoe berries, and the leaves,
stem and flowers of the poinsettia can be dangerous to pets.
Be sure to keep these plants well out of the reach of animals
in your home, or consider using artificial versions.
 Foods and drinks such as alcoholic beverages, seeds and
pits from many fruits, chocolate, macadamia nuts, walnuts,
coffee, tea, salt, onions, and other foods can be harmful to pets.
 Never feed pets leftovers from the dinner table. Items such
as chicken bones can easily shatter and choke cats and dogs.
 When cooking dinner for your guests, be sure to move pet
birds away from the kitchen area. Fumes released from
non-stick cookware and self-cleaning ovens can be deadly.
 Decorations such as tinsel, glass ornaments and garlands
can easily attract pets, but are dangerous choking hazards.
Electric decorations, such as stringed lights, can give your pets
a shock should they chew on the wires. Keep decorations out
of their reach.

stressful on animals as well as humans. Put your pets in a quiet
room or quiet area of the house when guests are visiting.
 When traveling with your pets, make sure they are properly
secured and don’t fly them in the cargo area on airplanes
unless absolutely necessary.

PLEASE Help Those Of Us Who
DON’T
At Christmas Time.

P.O. Box 3426
Great Falls, MT 59403

www.theanimalfoundation.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Fostering a caring
community for animals

Adam Gill, Executive Director
406.564.1911
agill@theanimalfoundation.org
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Message from the Director
WHEN I FIRST STARTED AT THE
Animal Foundation of Great Falls,
I knew what projects were being
worked on and I knew what the
goals of the Foundation were.
What I didn’t know was that the Foundation has such a
strong group of dedicated supporters. In the last six
months I have been impressed by the progress made on
so many fronts and the promise of what we will achieve.

The new facility will have capacity for a multitude of
volunteer programs to improve the health and well-being
of the cats and dogs and increase their chances of being
adopted. The design of the new shelter will result in a
facility that is safe, efficient and more enjoyable for staff
and visitors. And, finally, it will be a place people want to
visit to meet the newest four-legged member of their family.
We are developing a new way to support the Foundation’s
mission and to ensure that the shelter is run to the highest
standards. Starting January 1, the Foundation will offer
supporters the opportunity to become
non-voting members of the organization.

Since the Foundation was formed in 2002, we developed
the Pacific Steel and Recycling
Trailside Dog Park, the first
official dog park in Great Falls.
We are on the cusp of achieving our
We have spayed and neutered
goal of building a new shelter. With
more than 3,140 cats and dogs
your support we can finally have the
and continue to make headway
building the pets and people in this
in addressing pet overpopulation.
community deserve.
Finally, the Foundation is closer
Adam Gill
than ever to seeing a new shelter
Executive Director
built that reflects how much we
all care for pet animals.
The entry to the educational room.
This spring we expect to
break ground on the Margaret J. Maclean Animal Shelter.
The new shelter is designed to reflect the value this community
About Adam
places on pets. The shelter will have increased capacity
to hold, care for, and find permanent homes for animals.
In June of 2009,The Animal Foundation hired Adam Gill to serve
It will have room for grooming, medical treatment, surgery,
as its executive director. Adam previously worked for Rural
exercise and training to improve the mental and physical
Dynamics, Inc. as a fundraiser and on the Northern Plans Initiative.
health of animals at the shelter. These options will all
Prior to that, he received a graduate degree in Public/Nonprofit
improve chances of adoptions.
Leadership from the Hubert Humphrey Institute at the University
Community education space will help the Foundation
of Minnesota. He is involved in several local groups including
provide the humane education that has been missing for
Pulse
Great Falls and the PBS Tower to the People campaign.
so many years. A memorial garden will provide a quiet and
respectful place for people to remember their beloved pets.

