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Stepping Up to the $100,000 Challenge!
From the end of May through November12, community members donated $56,481
toward the $100,000 challenge for the Margaret J. Maclean building fund.
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Representing Sletten Construction
employees, Roger Sand and Cliff
Garness present a $20,000 check for
the $100,000 challenge to Executive
Director Ellen Gauthier. They stand
underneath one of the super-bright
skylights that will help keep energy
costs lower in the new shelter.

In early October, the anonymous donors who put the challenge
out to the community matched
the first $50,000 and phase three
construction is continuing.
We thank the individuals and
organizations listed* for stepping
up to the challenge and helping us
raise over half of the money needed
to reach the $100,000 goal.
American Advertising Federation
of Great Falls (Ad Club)
Anonymous
Tom & Coleen Balzarini
James & Laura Bason
John & Carol Beckman
Ann Bellwood
Linda Hughes Browing
David & Tanya Cameron
Linda Campbell
Adam & Eleanor Carroll
Chuck & Sally Cerny
Carl Clark
Porter Coggins
Ricky & Debbie Cole
Robert & Helen Coleman
Conroy Family Foundation
Mary Culver
Dan Curtis
Andree Deligdisch
Darrell & Carol Eatherton
Judy Ericksen
Erwin Insurance
Glenda Evans
Marty Garrigues
Donna Gilbert
John Goodnow
David Gorton
Pam Guschausky
Dion & Natalia Hager
Fred & Jane Hashley

Great Falls Is Generous !
THANK YOU

Sally Heard
John & Mary Huber
Susan Huntley
Rick & Lisa Hurley
Trudy Jakes
Bob & Cindy James
Charles & Linda Johnson
John & Sherry Kauffman
Kris & Kitty Knaphus
Allan & Lola Kosmerl
Bill Larson
Janet Lee Layne
Pam Lemelin
Robert & Lynne Lemke
S. D. MacGilvra
Niki Marsh
Duane & Shirley Menghini
Neil Michaels
James & Sheryl Mowry
Doris Mudd
Diane Nelson
Rhonda Newsome
Stu & Janie Nicholson
Harvey Niemi
Whitney Olson & Doug Little
Richard & Sharon Panasuk
Jeanne Quigley
John & Lois Ressler
Judith Rigler
Owen & Gayle Robinson
Tom & Jan Robitaille

Lois Rockey
Betsy Rushworth
Gil & Evelyn Schaefer
Joni Schaper & Kevin Jackson
Bonnie Seaburg
Doug & Sara Sexe
Genny Shannon
John & Sue Skees
Susan Skovron
Sletten Companies
Ken Small
John & Kyrie Smith
Julie & Ole Stimac
Audrey Stratford
Susan Huntley
Gene & Jane Thayer
Frances Thomas
Merle Thomas
Marcia Tulloss
W. & L. Van Hovel
Tom & Janelle Van Tighem
Jan Vinci
Carolyn Walter
Cheri Warila
Amy & Vance Weckworth
Rebecca Williams
Gary & Sharon Willits
Rick & Jeanne Wilson
William Wojtala
Zeta XP 508

*We make every effort to accurately reflect all donations in this list, but if we have made an error,
please call Ellen at 727- PETS and accept our sincere apology.

As stipulated in the challenge, these are all new gifts specifically donated for
the building fund. We would be remiss to not acknowledge that previous pledge
payments, memberships, fundraising event donations, and memorial/honor
gifts have also been received from many other generous contributors. We
are sincerely grateful for all these great examples of community support!

Craig Barber cuddles his feline friend Lucy.
Story on page 3

With all of this good news, we still need to raise $43,519 in new building fund
gifts by the end of December in order to receive the total matching funds
offered. Please help us take the final steps to reach the $100,000 Challenge.
Let your money be doubled and donate what you can to the new animal
welfare center before the end of
this year. To qualify, contributions
should be made payable to the
Animal Foundation of Great Falls
and marked “Building Fund.”
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Construction Update

at left is the incoming cat room.you can see here how
bright it is with daylight streaming in from the large north
facing window and two high-tech solar tubes. This photo
was taken September 28 and naming opportunities are still
available for cat and kitten cages, and for the entire room.

Tour the Shelter!
Would you like to see the new building in
progress? Join us for a tour and see for yourself
what your contributions are making possible.
Please call 727-7387 to reserve a spot at one
of our upcoming tours or to schedule one at
your convenience. Tuesday tours are currently
scheduled to take place at 5:30pm on
December 4 & 18 and January 8 & 22. Since
the building is not heated and daylight hours
end early, tours will be scheduled by appointment
only for the rest of the winter months. Space is
limited, so please let us know which tour you
will be attending.
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Progress continues on the Margaret J. Maclean Animal
Welfare Center. Sidewalks and curbing were poured before the
snow started flying, final finish was applied to exterior steel,
skylights have been installed, vapor barrier/insulation was
applied, and the interior stud walls are nearing completion.
Interior doors, windows and electrical work are planned next.

nOTe: For safety reasons, no children under age16 can be
allowed on the construction site.
pam LemeLin

Help us Meet the $100,000 Challenge!
Challenge ends December 31, 2012
Every donation, large or small, helps us meet the challenge and
finish the animal welfare center. Please give what you can!

Name (please print)

Address

City / State / Zip

SS Nov 2012

Phone

A tour stop in the spacious,
light-filled training area.

Email

Amount

Credit Card Number

Expires

Signature

please make checks payable to the animal Foundation and write
Building Fund on the memo line.
mail to p.O. box 3426, Great Falls, mT 59403
you can also donate on our website: theanimalfoundation.org
2

Memorable Ways to Help
There are still many options available to sponsor areas
in the new building or on the grounds of the Margaret
J. Maclean Animal Welfare Center. New capital campaign
gifts also qualify for matching funds in the $100,000
Challenge. Commemorate a loved one or pet by choosing
a naming opportunity ranging from $1,200 for a
landscaping tree to $25,000 for a large area. Pavers are
available for $200 to $1,000. Call 727-PETS for more
information on rooms and spaces still available.
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Spay/Neuter Numbers
Continue to Climb
Our August clinic was a bit smaller than usual, due to a shortage
of veterinarians from Spay Montana. Nearly 200 cats and dogs
were fixed during the two days bringing our grand total to just
over 5,200! A huge thank you to all the volunteers and sponsors
who helped make another clinic a success. The City of Great Falls
provided $5,000 in sponsorship dollars once again. Employees
of Davidson Companies donated over $650 through their Jeans For
A Day program to help spay and neuter pets for low income
residents. Our next clinic is scheduled for May18 and19, 2013.
Call 403-3219 to reserve a space for your dog or cat.
The 2012 Spay-ghetti dinner was a big success with over
$10,000 raised to help fund the 2013 clinics. Thank you to our
volunteers and co-chairs, Jody Jakes and Sherry Kauffman for
making this our biggest fundraiser to date!

STU

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT
Sheltering Skies is now featuring a story about a supporter
or member in each edition, and we chose Craig Barber
to be our first. A well-known local businessman, Craig
has contributed to the success of the Animal Foundation
for years. You might recognize him as the guy who runs
Printing Center USA, or from playing on the golf course,
but did you also know he’s a big-time cat lover?

AMY
CARL

When asked about his pets, Craig related that he was
always a dog person until his oldest daughter was 5 or 6
years old. They had an Old English Sheepdog at the time
and he discouraged the idea of getting a cat. But when
Kitty Pitty was brought home despite his protests, it was
just a matter of time until the new pet won his heart.
According to Craig, he had to rename her Catfish.
“I couldn’t go around calling for ‘Kitty Pitty’... that
wouldn’t be very manly,” he chuckled.

Our wonderful
volunteers!

AMBER

Community Giving

“They’re fun–better than having
the TV on!” –Craig Barber

Now over 30 years and many cats later, his current pets
are Lucy and Willie – two beautiful felines Craig picked out
after several trips to the Great Falls animal shelter. “They
are great company and easier to take care of than dogs,”
Craig stated. “Each one has its own personality.”
Vetter always greeted him at the door. Willie will sit
upright like a human, but not on command, much to
our photographer’s dismay!

PAM

american advertising Federation of Great Falls (Ad Club) made two contributions
totaling $1,300 associated with their Jack Hanna Celebrity Celebration event
on august14. These donations were designated to the building fund and have
been matched dollar for dollar.

Craig also told us about Scruffy, who went missing for
about 4 weeks one winter. Craig tried everything to find
Scruffy–posters, ads, walking the neighborhoods. They had
recently moved and on one search mission, Craig went
back to the old house, and there sat Scruffy on the porch.
“I picked her up and hugged her close. The cat cried,
and I cried! I had almost given up hope of finding her,”
Craig said, recalling the happy reunion.

Amber Gardner and Tim McGonigal were awarded the prize for “most Fun”
couple at Dancing with the Stars on September 27 and donated their $100
prize to the animal Foundation.
Electric City Roller Grlzzz donated half of the proceeds of the 50/50 ticket
sales - $500.50 – from their September 7 bout.
Chili’s and On The Border both hosted Community Give-back Days for the
animal Foundation and donated $110 to our cause.

Craig’s cats are always spayed or neutered.“Spay/neuter
is critical for saving lives,” says Craig. “I support the
Animal Foundation because they are doing so much
that’s worthwhile, including the spay/neuter clinics.
It’s my responsibility to do good in the community and
I like knowing that I can trust the Animal Foundation to
use my donations effectively,” he said.

Pets Over the Rainbow contributions in the amount of $278 came from
employees and attendees of this fun event on august18.
it is most heartwarming to have the young members of our community assist
in our efforts. This month, Andrew Davidson, Jr. asked for contributions to the
animal Foundation in lieu of birthday presents and collected $110 and two big
containers of dog treats that will be used to help animals in need. Thank you!

Thank you, Craig, for your continued support of the
Animal Foundation of Great Falls.
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www.theanimalfoundation.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Ellen Gauthier, Executive Director
406.727.PETS or 727.7387
ellen @ theanimalfoundation.org

Fostering a caring community for animals by
providing shelter, advancing animal welfare,
and promoting the bond between animals
and humans through innovative programs,
education and service.

Sheltering Skies
editor: ellen Gauthier
Designer: pam Lemelin

OUR BOARD
Pam Guschausky, president
Owen Robinson, Vice president
Sara Sexe, Secretary
Stu Nicholson, Treasurer
John Huber
Bob James
Whitney Olson
Gene Thayer
Ray Wahlert

This newsletter is shorter than usual
because we are changing our publication
schedule.We will send you a more
in-depth newsletter with updates on
fundraisers, activities and upcoming events
in the spring. Thank you for understanding.

amber Gardner emcees one of the doggie contests.

Strut Your Mutt – Best Yet!
The third annual Strut Your Mutt was the most fun ever.
The weather was excellent. 218 dogs were registered for the
parade and 23 vendors helped make the Pet Lover’s Market
and Food Fair a big success, while the 49th Street Blues
Project rocked the house. We netted over $12,000 and
couldn’t have done it without our dedicated volunteers.
Co-chairs Bill and Amber Gardner were outstanding leaders
and the whole Strut Your Mutt committee worked diligently
to make this event happen. Special thanks to our
community members who raised funds!
Sherry Kauffman (at right) and her sister Jody Jakes spearheaded the animal Foundation sales booth.
baked goods made by our volunteers really added to the bottom line!
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Greetings
& Gratitude

Dear Animal Foundation Friends,
As some of you know, my beloved Great Dane, Angel passed away in
October. This loss was very difficult to bear. Angel was the sweetest dog
I’ve ever had the privilege of sharing my home with, and my heart still
hurts. But I am so grateful to my wise Animal Foundation friends who
encouraged me to adopt a shelter dog who was neutered in our Spay of
the Falls clinic in May. I was skeptical, but what they said was true.
Angel helped the troubled young Doberman to learn the house rules.
For a while, she seemed to regain some of her youthful zest and vitality.
While Duke can’t take her place, his companionship does help ease the
pain. He makes me laugh and gives me a reason to get out for walks.
And when he sits with his haunches on the couch and his front paws on
the floor like I’ve only seen Great Danes do, I know that Angel left her
own unique legacy.
As we move into the holiday season and near the end of another year, I
thank each of you for your support of the Animal Foundation of Great Falls.
Your gifts of time and financial contributions are sincerely appreciated.
Thank you for what you do for the animals in your life and those who
need help in our community.

angel & ellen

Ellen Gauthier,
Executive Director

